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fe o4 ~doa Dey. | al] State 


The so-called ‘American University”’* is an excellent example of the 


travesties on education which are the direct result of the inexcusable 
custom in most of our states. of granting charters to “educational” or 
degree granting institutions without first making inquiry regarding their 
ability or facilities for furnishing an education. Do the words “school,” 
“academy,” “college,” and “university” really stand for educational insti- 
tutions, or don’t they? 

So far as can be learned the American University owns no college 
building, no laboratories, no dispensaries and no hospitals; nevertheless, 
it brazenly professes to prepare “doctors” to treat all classes of human 
ailments. Its only habitation thus far discovered is a small suite of rooms 
on the third floor of an old office building in Chicago. This building 
bears no sign to indicate that it is a university, and in the directory in 
the entrance to the building only a close search reveals on the wall the 


1. Reprinted, with additions, from The Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, March 24, rip 
2. See also “Making Doctors While You Wait,” Afonthly Bulletin, September, 


& 
A CHIROPRACTIC DOCTOR FACTORY’ 
1915, p. 71, 
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sign which indicates that the building houses so important a tenant! 
When the investigator wends his way to the third floor he discovers a 
door on the glass of which he reads: . 

“American University, 310-312. American College of Mechano- 
Therapy. F. S. Tinthoff, S. J. Tinthoff, W. L. LeBoy, M.D., E. Juhl, M.D.” 

Possibly the American College of Mechano-Therapy is another “depart- 
ment” of the “American University.” At any rate, from reports it is 
quite evident that it is “a bird of the same feather.” 

Our present concern with the American University is in regard to. 

“Department of Chiropractic,” which issues a pretentious announce- 
nee of sixty-four pages. This announcement sets forth such courses 
of instruction as it professes to give; contains many testimonials regard- 
ing the princely incomes being earned by chiropractors; shows a fac- 
simile of its “beautiful diploma, handsomely lithographed,” which is fur- 
ther described as having a “prepossessing appearance which will add to 
the professional dignity of any office;” and contains numerous other 
catch phrases intended to attract the dollars from the credulous and 
unwary. 

What use, indeed, would this institution have of buildings, laboratories 
or equipment, since it makes no pretense of giving a resident course? 
In fact, its announcement does not mention such a course, but lauds its 
“extension,” or home study course, by which chiropractic can be “more. 
easily acquired than the other forms of healing.” : 

Much stress is laid on the ease with which this home study course 
may be obtained.’ In fact, no preliminary education seems essential. 
Says the announcement: “You do not need a collegiate education to 
render you fit to study chiropractic. A common school education is all 
that is required.” Even a common school education would not appear 
to be necessary for the course offered, and it would be a safe guesse 
that no student was ever rejected for the lack of it. Says the catalog: 
“Tt does not require the years of education needed in other lines;” but 
some ‘students complete the work in four months.” Even then a student ~ 
need not spend all his time in study, but can “pursue his ordinary occu- 
pation while studying the course.” 

_ The greatest activity of this “university” is in its mailing department, 
and it is evidently doing a land office business—thanks to the leniency of 
the postoffice department in allowing it to use the mails, Within three 
months’ time one of its “prospects” received five voluminous communica- 
tions, containing altogether forty-five enclosures, including announcements, 
testimonials, booklets, vari-colored leaflets, etc. Extensive use is made 
of the system of “follow-up” letters containing the usual catchy subter- 
fuges for separating dollars from the unwary, such as offers of courses 
costing $100, marked down to $68.75; allowing fees to be paid in instal- 
ments of $25, marked down to $12.75, or of $15, marked down to $8; 
offers of commissions for new students, and certificates offering free the. 
first five lessons, if enrolment is sent in by a certain date. 

Its announcements abound with statements calling the attention of 
the reader to the possibilities of “financial success” if he but invests his 
money with this school; of “the rewards that are awaiting” his command; 
the possibilities of “successful results” and of “reaping a rich harvest ;” 
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the “opportunities for any chiropractor to earn from $1,200 to $12,000 
per year;” that. “chiropractic may be practiced. with profit and success ;” 
that it is “a most pleasant and profitable profession,” etc., etc. The 
affair is distinctly a business proposition with a maximum pull for s 
dents with the fees they pay and a minimum of education in even the 
barest essentials of the knowledge required to intelligently diagnose or 
treat. human ailments. 

There are also the usual lot of comments running down physicians 
and the practice of medicine; reference to “noxious and poisonous drugs ;” 
statements that “physicians are abandoning the old form for chiropractic,” 
etc., etc. 

What, indeed, is the use of spending ten or eleven long years in high 
school, college, medical Jaboratories, dispensaries and hospitals, with the 
expense of thousands of dollars, which such a course entails, when in 
four months of home study, while one is pursuing his regular occupation, 
and for only “$100, marked down to $68.75,” he can secure from this 


- institution a “beautiful diploma, handsomely lithographed,” which (he is 


led to believe), will make him eligible to treat all classes of human 
ailments and to “reap a rich harvest” by exacting large fees from his 
credulous patients! ae 

When with the five or six years of resident, all-day medical training 
required of physicians one compares the four or more months corre- 
spondence course required by the “American University Department of 
Chiropractic,” it is possible to realize how serious a menace this and 
other like institutions are to the welfare of the public. 


A “Bird’s Eye View” of Chiropractic 


After referring to a bill{@troduced into the Texas legislature which 
aims to remove chiropractors from the jurisdiction of the medical prac- 
tice act and to provide for them lower educational standards, the Texas 


State Journal of Medicine for February gives the following “broadside” 


against chiropractors: 


1, Chiropractors have no schools of such grade as to fit them for taking. the 
examinations of the State Board of Medical Examiners. 


_ 2. Chiropractors who have been practicing in Texas for one year have done so 
in defiance of the law. 


_3, Chiropractors are uneducated osteopaths, confining their treatment to the spine, 
using a kind of modified osteopathic “stroke” and denying ali causes of disease outside 
of impinged nerves. 


4, Chiropractors deny germ and malignant origins of disease. They treat indif- 
ferently colds, asthma, consumption, cancer, smallpox, meningitis and every disease 
by “spinal adjustment.” 


5. The best of chiropractors can be but ignorant enthusiasts. From the standpoint 
of the people; they are dangerous, a menace to life and health, calculated to prey on 
the pockets as well as the physical well-being of the public. 


6. The passage of this bill opens the way for the entrance into medical practice 
nee sornglers ealer8 and encourages every sort of pseudo-medical sect to secure 
a board, : 


7. The Chiropractic Bill, if passed, would probably render impossible the conviction 
of drugless healers for violation of the medical practice act, as it repeals a part 
or all of the definition of the practice of medicine in Section 13 of the present law 
and possibly the courts would decide that it destroyed the entire practice act as it 
violates the principle of a single standard for all medical practice. 


